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(57) ABSTRACT

A mobile terminal and method for communicating with a
refrigerator, are discussed. According to an embodiment, the
mobile terminal includes a communication unit configured to
receive an electronic receipt containing purchased article
information from a settlement terminal, and to receive storage
article information from the refrigerator, the purchased article
information identifying at least one purchased article that has
been purchased, the storage article information identifying at
least one stored article that is stored in the refrigerator; a
display unit configured to display the purchased article infor-
mation and the storage article information; and a controller
configured to update the storage article information using the
purchased article information based on a user input.
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MOBILE TERMINAL AND CONTROL
METHOD THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §119(a), this application claims the
benefit of earlier filing date and right of priority to Korean
Application No. 10-2012-0087975, filed on Aug. 10, 2012,
the contents of which is incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to a mobile terminal, and
more particularly, to a settlement terminal for issuing an
electronic receipt, and a mobile terminal in communication
with a refrigerator and to a control method for the refrigerator
and mobile terminal.

2. Description of the Related Art

Terminals can be classified into mobile/portable terminals
and stationary terminals based on their mobility. Further-
more, the mobile terminals can be further classified into hand-
held terminals and vehicle mount terminals based on whether
or not the terminal can be directly carried by a user.

As it becomes multifunctional, for example, such a termi-
nal is allowed to capture still images or moving images, play
music or video files, play games, receive broadcast and the
like, so as to be implemented as an integrated multimedia
player. Moreover, the improvement on the structural or soft-
ware elements of the terminal may be taken into consideration
to support and enhance the functions of the terminal.

As an example of the foregoing improvement, a mobile
terminal can receive an electronic receipt through RFID,
NFC, or the like. The electronic receipt may be used as a
means for proving that a seller has received an amount settled
by a consumer during the purchase of articles as well as a
useful medium for transferring various information associ-
ated with the purchased articles.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present disclosure is to provide a mobile
terminal for effectively managing storage articles in a refrig-
erator using an electronic receipt.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
mobile terminal in communication with an appliance such as
a refrigerator, which provides improved features and user
convenience and which addresses the limitations associated
with the related art.

Anembodiment of the present invention relates to a mobile
terminal in linkage or communication with a settlement ter-
minal and a refrigerator. The mobile terminal may include a
communication unit configured to receive an electronic
receipt containing purchased article information from the
settlement terminal and receive storage article information
from the refrigerator; a display unit configured to display the
purchased article information and the storage article informa-
tion; and a controller configured to update the storage article
information using the purchased article information.

According to an embodiment, the refrigerator may have a
plurality of storage chambers, and the storage article infor-
mation may include storage location information indicating
one of the plurality of storage chambers in which each of a
plurality of storage articles stored in the refrigerator is stored.
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2

According to an embodiment, the communication unit may
receive the environmental information of the plurality of stor-
age chambers from the refrigerator, and the controller may
recommend at least one of the plurality of storage chambers
based on the environmental information as a location in
which a purchased article selected from the plurality of pur-
chased articles corresponding to the purchased article infor-
mation is stored.

According to an embodiment, the controller may dispose a
plurality of icons corresponding to the plurality of storage
articles on a storage chamber image indicating the plurality of
storage chambers in a separate manner. The display unit may
display the detailed information of a storage article corre-
sponding to the selected at least one icon when at least one of
the plurality of icons is selected. The controller may highlight
an icon corresponding to the selected at least one storage
article to be distinguished from icons corresponding to the
remaining storage articles or allow the icons corresponding to
the remaining storage articles to be disappeared when at least
one of the plurality of storage articles is selected based on
reference information determined by the user’s input in a
state that the plurality of icons are displayed.

According to an embodiment, the controller may deter-
mine a hazardous effect on between the first and the second
storage article based on the characteristic information of the
first and the second storage article, and output alert informa-
tion according to the hazard effect when the first and second
storage article are stored together in one of the plurality of
storage chambers.

According to an embodiment, when interested article
information set by a family member is received from the
refrigerator or another mobile terminal, the controller may
compare the purchased article information with the interested
article information to determine whether to purchase the fam-
ily member’s interested article, and generate notification
information indicating whether to purchase the interested
article. Furthermore, when interested article information set
by a family member is received from the refrigerator or
another mobile terminal, the controller may compare the pur-
chased article information with the interested article informa-
tion to determine whether the family member’s interested
article is stored, and generate notification information indi-
cating whether the interested article is stored and the storage
location of the interested article.

According to an embodiment, the mobile terminal may
further include a memory configured to store recipes for a
plurality of foods. When a user’s desired food is selected from
the plurality of foods, the controller may generate the material
article information of the selected food based on a cooking
method, and compare the storage article information with
material article information to determine whether the mate-
rial article of the selected food is stored, and generate notifi-
cation information indicating whether the material article of
the selected food is stored. The communication unit may
access a server for providing on-line shopping malls in
response to acknowledgement information to the notification
information, and receive sales information for a material
article which is not stored in the refrigerator from the server.

According to an embodiment, the refrigerator may further
include a capture unit formed to capture an inner portion of at
least one of the plurality of storage chambers of the refrigera-
tor. The display unit may display menu information for con-
trolling the capture unit. The communication unit may trans-
mit a control command to the refrigerator, and receives a
captured image of the storage chamber indicated by the con-
trol command when the control command is received through
the menu information.
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According to an embodiment, the communication unit may
transmit the updated storage article information to at least
either one of the refrigerator and another mobile terminal.

An embodiment of the present disclosure relates to a
method of controlling a mobile terminal in communication
with a settlement terminal and a refrigerator. The control
method may include receiving an electronic receipt contain-
ing purchased article information from the settlement termi-
nal; receiving storage article information from the refrigera-
tor; displaying the purchased article information and the
storage article information; and updating the storage article
information using the purchased article information.

According to an embodiment, the refrigerator have a plu-
rality of storage chambers, and the displaying the purchased
article information and the storage article information may
display storage location information indicating one of the
plurality of storage chambers in which each of a plurality of
storage articles stored in the refrigerator is stored.

According to an embodiment, the control method may
further include receiving the environmental information of
the plurality of storage chambers from the refrigerator; and
recommending at least one of the plurality of storage cham-
bers based on the environmental information as a location in
which a purchased article selected from the plurality of pur-
chased articles corresponding to the purchased article infor-
mation is stored.

According to an embodiment, the displaying the purchased
article information and the storage article information may
dispose a plurality of icons corresponding to the plurality of
storage articles on a storage chamber image indicating the
plurality of storage chambers in a separate manner. Further-
more, the displaying the purchased article information and
the storage article information may display the detailed infor-
mation of a storage article corresponding to the selected at
least one icon when at least one of the plurality of icons is
selected. Furthermore, the displaying the purchased article
information and the storage article information may highlight
an icon corresponding to the selected at least one storage
article to be distinguished from icons corresponding to the
remaining storage articles or allow the icons corresponding to
the remaining storage articles to be disappeared when at least
one of the plurality of storage articles is selected based on
reference information determined by the user’s input in a
state that the plurality of icons are displayed.

According to an embodiment, the control method may
further include determining a hazardous effect on between the
first and the second storage articles based on the characteristic
information of the first and the second storage articles when
the first and second storage articles are stored together in one
of the plurality of storage chambers; and outputting alert
information according to the hazard effect.

According to an embodiment, the control method may
further include receiving interested article information set by
a family member from the refrigerator or another mobile
terminal; comparing the purchased article information with
the interested article information to determine whether to
purchase the family member’s interested article; and gener-
ating notification information indicating whether to purchase
the interested article.

According to an embodiment, the control method may
further include receiving interested article information set by
a family member from the refrigerator or another mobile
terminal; comparing the purchased article information with
the interested article information to determine whether the
family member’s interested article is stored; and generating
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notification information indicating whether the interested
article is stored and the storage location of the interested
article.

According to an embodiment, the control method may
further include generating the material article information of
the selected food based on cooking methods for a plurality of
foods when auser’s desired food is selected from the plurality
of foods; comparing the storage article information with
material article information to determine whether the mate-
rial article of the selected food is stored; and generating
notification information indicating the non-stored material
article of the selected food. Furthermore, the control method
may further include accessing a server for providing on-line
shopping malls in response to a purchase command for the
non-stored material article; and receiving sales information
for the non-stored material article from the server.

According to an embodiment, the control method may
further include displaying menu information for controlling a
capture unit provided in the refrigerator, and formed to cap-
ture an inner portion of at least one of the plurality of storage
chambers; transmitting the control command to the refrigera-
tor when the control command is received through the menu
information; and receiving a captured image of the storage
chamber indicated by the control command.

According to an embodiment, the control method may
further include transmitting the updated storage article infor-
mation to at least either one of the refrigerator and another
mobile terminal.

According to an embodiment, a mobile terminal for com-
municating with a refrigerator, includes a communication
unit configured to receive an electronic receipt containing
purchased article information from a settlement terminal, and
to receive storage article information from the refrigerator,
the purchased article information identifying at least one
purchased article that has been purchased, the storage article
information identifying at least one stored article that is
stored in the refrigerator; a display unit configured to display
the purchased article information and the storage article infor-
mation; and a controller configured to update the storage
article information using the purchased article information
based on a user input.

According to an embodiment, there is provided a method
for communicating with a refrigerator using a mobile termi-
nal, the mobile terminal including a communication unit, a
display unit and a controller, the method including receiving,
by the communication unit, an electronic receipt containing
purchased article information from a settlement terminal, the
purchased article information identifying at least one pur-
chased article that has been purchased; receiving storage
article information from the refrigerator, the storage article
information identifying at least one stored article that is
stored in the refrigerator; displaying, on the display unit, the
purchased article information and the storage article informa-
tion; and updating, by the controller, the storage article infor-
mation using the purchased article information based on a
user input.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principles of the invention.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating a mobile terminal
associated with the present disclosure;
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FIGS. 2A and 2B are perspective views illustrating an
external appearance of a mobile terminal associated with the
present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating an external appear-
ance of a refrigerator associated with the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an article manage-
ment system according to an embodiment of the present dis-
closure;

FIG. 5 is aflow chart for explaining a method of controlling
a mobile terminal according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are conceptual views illustrating
examples of a user interface of a mobile terminal for article
management according to an embodiment of the present dis-
closure;

FIGS. 7A and 7B are conceptual views illustrating
examples of a user interface of a mobile terminal associated
with updating storage article information according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 8 is a flow chart for explaining a method of controlling
a mobile terminal according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 9 is an exemplary conceptual view illustrating the
operation of a mobile terminal according to the control
method of FIG. 8;

FIG. 10 is a flow chart for explaining a method of control-
ling a mobile terminal according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 11 is an exemplary conceptual view illustrating the
operation of a mobile terminal according to the control
method of FIG. 10;

FIG. 12 is a flow chart for explaining a method of control-
ling a mobile terminal according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 13 is an exemplary conceptual view illustrating the
operation of a mobile terminal according to the control
method of FIG. 12;

FIG. 14 is a flow chart for explaining a method of control-
ling a mobile terminal according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 15 is an exemplary conceptual view illustrating the
operation of a mobile terminal according to the control
method of FIG. 14;

FIG. 16 is a flow chart for explaining a method of control-
ling a mobile terminal according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 17 is an exemplary conceptual view illustrating the
operation of a mobile terminal according to the control
method of FIG. 16;

FIG. 18 is a flow chart for explaining a method of control-
ling a mobile terminal according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 19 is an exemplary conceptual view illustrating the
operation of a mobile terminal according to the control
method of FIG. 18;

FIGS. 20 through 22 are conceptual views illustrating an
example of using storage article information according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 23 is a conceptual view illustrating an example of a
user interface of a mobile terminal associated with an elec-
tronic receipt according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure; and

FIG. 24 is a conceptual view illustrating an example of a
user interface provided when a mobile terminal according to
an embodiment of the present disclosure is connected to a
plurality of refrigerators.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail with reference to the accom-
panying drawings to such an extent that the present invention
can be easily embodied by a person having ordinary skill in
the art to which the present invention pertains. However, the
present invention may be implemented in various different
forms, and therefore, the present invention is not limited to the
illustrated embodiments. In order to clearly describe the
embodiments of the present invention, some parts not related
to the description are omitted, and like reference numerals
designate like constituent elements throughout the specifica-
tion.

A mobile device or mobile terminal disclosed herein may
include a portable phone, a smart phone, a laptop computer, a
digital broadcast mobile device, a personal digital assistant
(PDA), a portable multimedia player (PMP), a navigation, a
tablet, and the like. However, it would be easily understood by
those skilled in the art that a configuration according to the
following description may be applicable to a stationary ter-
minal such as a digital TV, a desktop computer, and the like,
excluding constituent elements particularly configured for
mobile purposes.

FIG. 1 is ablock diagram illustrating a mobile terminal 100
associated with an embodiment of the present invention.
Referring to FIG. 1, the mobile terminal 100 may include a
wireless communication unit 110, an audio/video (A/V) input
unit 120, a user input unit 130, a sensing unit 140, an output
unit 150, a memory 160, an interface unit 170, a controller
180, a power supply unit 190, and the like. All components of
the mobile terminal 100 are operatively coupled and config-
ured. However, all the constituent elements as illustrated in
FIG. 1 may not necessarily required, and the mobile terminal
may be implemented with greater or less number of elements
than those illustrated elements.

Hereinafter, the constituent elements 110-190 of the
mobile terminal 100 will be described in sequence.

The wireless communication unit 110 typically includes
one or more elements allowing radio communication
between the mobile terminal 100 and a wireless communica-
tion system, or allowing radio communication between radio
communication the mobile terminal 100 and a network in
which the mobile terminal 100 is located. For example, the
wireless communication unit 110 may include a broadcast
receiving module 111, a mobile communication module 112,
awireless Internet module 113, a short-range communication
module 114, a location information module 115, and the like.

The broadcast receiving module 111 receives broadcast
signals and/or broadcast associated information from an
external broadcast management server through a broadcast
channel. Here, the broadcast associated information may
mean information regarding a broadcast channel, a broadcast
program, a broadcast service provider, and the like. The
broadcast associated information may also be provided
through a mobile communication network, and in this case,
the broadcast associated information may be received by the
mobile communication module 112. The broadcast signal
and/or broadcast-associated information received through the
broadcast receiving module 111 may be stored in the memory
160.

The mobile communication module 112 transmits and/or
receives a radio signal to and/or from at least one of a base
station, an external terminal and a server over a mobile com-
munication network. Here, the radio signal may include a
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voice call signal, a video call signal and/or various types of
data according to text and/or multimedia message transmis-
sion and/or reception.

The wireless Internet module 113, as a module for support-
ing wireless Internet access, may be built-in or externally
installed to the mobile terminal 100. Here, it may be used a
wireless Internet technique including a WLAN (Wireless
LAN), Wi-Fi, Wibro (Wireless Broadband), Wimax (World
Interoperability for Microwave Access), HSDPA (High
Speed Downlink Packet Access), and the like.

The short-range communication module 114 is a module
for supporting a short-range communication. Here, it may be
used a short-range communication technology including
Bluetooth, Radio Frequency [Dentification (RFID), Infrared
Data Association (IrDA), Ultra WideBand (UWB), ZigBee,
and the like.

The location information module 115 is a module for
checking or acquiring a location of the mobile terminal, and
there is a global positioning system (GPS) module as a rep-
resentative example.

Referring to FIG. 1, the A/V (audio/video) input unit 120
receives an audio or video signal, and the A/V (audio/video)
input unit 120 may include a camera 121, a microphone 122,
and the like. The camera 121 processes an image frame such
as a still or moving image obtained by an image sensor in a
video phone call or image capturing mode. The processed
image frame may be displayed on a display unit 151. The
image frames processed by the camera 121 may be stored in
the memory 160 or transmitted to an external device through
the wireless communication unit 110. Two or more cameras
121 may be provided according to the use environment of the
mobile terminal.

The microphone 122 receives an external audio signal
through a microphone in a phone call mode, a recording
mode, a voice recognition mode, and the like, and processes
the audio signal into electrical voice data. The processed
voice data processed by the microphone 122 may be con-
verted and outputted into a format that is transmittable to a
mobile communication base station through the mobile com-
munication module 112 in the phone call mode. The micro-
phone 122 may implement various types of noise canceling
algorithms to cancel noise generated in a procedure of receiv-
ing the external audio signal.

The user input unit 130 may generate input data to control
an operation of the terminal. The user input unit 130 may be
configured by including akey pad, a dome switch, atouch pad
(pressure/capacitance), a jog wheel, a jog switch, and the like.

The sensing unit 140 detects a current status of the mobile
terminal 100 such as an opened or closed status of the mobile
terminal 100, a location of the mobile terminal 100, an ori-
entation of the mobile terminal 100, and the like, and gener-
ates a sensing signal for controlling the operation of the
mobile terminal 100. For example, when the mobile terminal
100 is a slide phone type, it may sense an opened or closed
status of the slide phone. Furthermore, the sensing unit 140
takes charge of a sensing function associated with whether or
not power is supplied from the power supply unit 190, or
whether or not an external device is coupled to the interface
unit 170.

The sensing unit 140 may include a proximity sensor 141.
Furthermore, the sensing unit 140 may include a touch sensor
for sensing a touch operation to the display unit 151.

The touch sensor may be implemented as a touch film, a
touch sheet, a touch pad, and the like. The touch sensor may
be configured to convert changes of a pressure applied to a
specific part of the display unit 151, or a capacitance occur-
ring from a specific part of the display unit 151, into electric
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input signals. Also, the touch sensor may be configured to
sense not only a touched position and a touched area, but also
a touch pressure.

When the display unit 151 and the touch sensor have a
layered structure therebetween, the display unit 151 may be
used as an input device rather than an output device. The
display unit 151 may be referred to as a “touch screen”.

When there is a touch input through the touch screen, the
corresponding signals are sent to a touch controller of the
mobile terminal. The touch controller processes the received
signals, and then transmits data corresponding to the pro-
cessed signals to the controller 180. Accordingly, the control-
ler 180 may sense which region of the display unit 151 has
been touched.

When the touch screen is implemented with a capacitance
type, it may be configured such that the proximity of a detec-
tion subject is sensed by changes of an electromagnetic field.
In this case, the touch screen may be categorized into a prox-
imity sensor 141.

The proximity sensor 141 refers to a sensor to detect the
presence or absence of a detection subject using an electro-
magnetic field or infrared rays without a mechanical contact.
The proximity sensor 141 may include a transmissive type
photoelectric sensor, a direct reflective type photoelectric
sensor, a mirror reflective type photoelectric sensor, a high-
frequency oscillation proximity sensor, a capacitance type
proximity sensor, a magnetic type proximity sensor, an infra-
red rays proximity sensor, and so on.

Hereinafter, for the sake of convenience of brief explana-
tion, a status that the pointer is positioned to be proximate
onto the touch screen without contact will be referred to as
“proximity touch”, whereas a status that the pointer substan-
tially comes in contact with the touch screen will be referred
to as “contact touch”.

The proximity sensor 141 senses proximity touch, and
proximity touch patterns (e.g., distance, direction, speed,
time, position, moving status, etc.). Information relating to
the sensed proximity touch and the sensed proximity touch
patterns may be output onto the touch screen.

The output unit 150 is configured to provide an output
associated with visual sense, auditory sense, tactile sense, and
the like, and the output unit 150 may include the display unit
151, an audio output module 152, an alarm unit 153, a haptic
module 154, and the like.

The display unit 151 may display (output) information
processed in the mobile terminal 100. For example, when the
mobile terminal 100 is in a phone call mode, the display unit
151 may display a User Interface (UI) or a Graphic User
Interface (GUI) associated with a call. When the mobile ter-
minal 100 is in a video call mode or image capturing mode,
the display unit 151 may display a captured image and/or
received image, a Ul or GUL

The display unit 151 may include at least one of a Liquid
Crystal Display (LCD), a Thin Film Transistor-LCD (TFT-
LCD), an Organic Light Emitting Diode (OLED) display, a
flexible display, a three-dimensional (3D) display, and an
e-ink display.

At least one display (or display element) included in the
display unit 151 may be configured with a transparent or
optical transparent type to allow viewing of the exterior
through the display unit. It may be referred to as a transparent
display. An example of the typical transparent displays may
include a transparent LCD (TOLED), and the like. Under this
configuration, a user can view an object positioned at a rear
side of a terminal body through a region occupied by the
display unit 151 of the terminal body.
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The display unit 151 may be implemented in two or more
in number according to a configured aspect of the mobile
terminal 100. For instance, a plurality of the display units 151
may be arranged on one surface to be spaced apart from or
integrated with each other, or may be arranged on different
surfaces.

The audio output module 152 may output audio data
received from the wireless communication unit 110 or stored
in the memory 160, in a call-receiving mode, a call-placing
mode, a recording mode, a voice recognition mode, a broad-
cast reception mode, and so on. The audio output module 152
may output audio signals relating to the functions performed
in the mobile terminal 100 (e.g., sound alarming a call
received or a message received, and so on). The audio output
module 152 may include a receiver, a speaker, a buzzer, and so
on.

The alarm 153 outputs signals notifying occurrence of
events from the mobile terminal 100. The events occurring
from the mobile terminal 100 may include call received,
message received, key signal input, touch input, and so on.
The alarm 153 may output not only video or audio signals, but
also other types of signals such as signals notifying occur-
rence of events ina vibration manner. Since the video or audio
signals can be output through the display unit 151 or the audio
output unit 152, the display unit 151 and the audio output
module 152 may be categorized into part of the alarm 153.

The haptic module 154 generates various tactile effects
which a user can feel. A representative example of the tactile
effects generated by the haptic module 154 includes vibra-
tion. Vibration generated by the haptic module 154 may have
a controllable intensity, a controllable pattern, and so on. For
instance, different vibration may be output in a synthesized
manner or in a sequential manner.

The haptic module 154 may generate various tactile
effects, including not only vibration, but also arrangement of
pins vertically moving with respect to a skin being touched,
air injection force or air suction force through an injection
hole or a suction hole, touch by a skin surface, presence or
absence of contact with an electrode, effects by stimulus such
as an electrostatic force, reproduction of cold or hot feeling
using a heat absorbing device or a heat emitting device, and
the like.

The haptic module 154 may be configured to transmit
tactile effects through a user’s direct contact, or a user’s
muscular sense using a finger or a hand. The haptic module
154 may be implemented in two or more in number according
to the configuration of the mobile terminal 100.

The memory 160 may store a program for processing and
controlling the controller 180. Alternatively, the memory 160
may temporarily store input/output data (e.g., phonebook,
messages, still images, videos, and the like). Also, the
memory 160 may store data related to various patterns of
vibrations and sounds outputted upon the touch input on the
touch screen.

The memory 160 may be implemented using any type of
suitable storage medium including a flash memory type, a
hard disk type, a multimedia card micro type, a memory card
type (e.g., SD or DX memory), Random Access Memory
(RAM), Static Random Access Memory (SRAM), Read-
Only Memory (ROM), Electrically Erasable Programmable
Read-only Memory (EEPROM), Programmable Read-only
Memory (PROM), magnetic memory, magnetic disk, optical
disk, and the like. Also, the mobile terminal 100 may operate
in association with a web storage which performs the storage
function of the memory 160 on the Internet.

The interface unit 170 may generally be implemented to
interface the mobile terminal 100 with external device(s)
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connected to or in communication with the mobile terminal
100. The interface unit 170 may allow a data reception from
an external device, a power delivery to each component in the
mobile terminal 100, or a data transmission from the mobile
terminal 100 to an external device. The interface unit 170 may
include, for example, wired/wireless headset ports, external
charger ports, wired/wireless data ports, memory card ports,
ports for coupling devices having an identification module,
audio Input/Output (I/O) ports, video 1/O ports, earphone
ports, and the like.

The identification module may be configured as a chip for
storing various information required to authenticate an
authority to use the mobile terminal 100, which may include
a User Identity Module (UIM), a Subscriber Identity Module
(SIM), and the like. Also, the device having the identification
module (hereinafter, referred to as “identification device”)
may be implemented in a type of smart card. Hence, the
identification device can be coupled to the mobile terminal
100 via a port.

Also, the interface unit 170 may serve as a path for power
to be supplied from an external cradle to the mobile terminal
100 when the mobile terminal 100 is connected to the external
cradle or as a path for transferring various command signals
inputted from the cradle by a user to the mobile terminal 100.
Such various command signals or power inputted from the
cradle may operate as signals for recognizing that the mobile
terminal 100 has accurately been mounted to the cradle.

The controller 180 typically controls the overall operations
of the mobile terminal 100. For example, the controller 180
performs the control and processing associated with tele-
phony calls, data communications, video calls, and the like.
The controller 180 may include a multimedia module 181
which provides multimedia playback. The multimedia mod-
ule 181 may be configured as part of the controller 180 or as
a separate component. The controller 180 can perform a pat-
tern recognition processing so as to recognize writing or
drawing input carried out on the touch screen as text or image.

The power supply unit 190 receives external and internal
power to provide power required for various components
under the control of the controller 180.

Various embodiments described herein may be imple-
mented in a computer or similar device readable medium
using software, hardware, or any combination thereof.

For hardware implementation, it may be implemented by
using at least one of application specific integrated circuits
(ASICs), digital signal processors (DSPs), digital signal pro-
cessing devices (DSPDs), programmable logic devices
(PLDs), field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), proces-
sors, controllers, micro-controllers, microprocessors, and
electrical units designed to perform the functions described
herein. In some cases, such embodiments may be imple-
mented in the controller 180 itself.

For software implementation, the embodiments such as
procedures or functions may be implemented together with
separate software modules that allow performing of at least
one function or operation. Software codes can be imple-
mented by a software application written in any suitable
programming language. The software codes may be stored in
the memory 160 and executed by the controller 180.

Hereinafter, the processing method of a user input to the
mobile terminal 100 will be described.

The user input unit 130 is manipulated to receive a com-
mand for controlling the operation of the portable terminal
100, and may include a plurality of manipulation units. The
manipulation units may be commonly designated as a
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manipulating portion, and any method may be employed if it
is a tactile manner allowing the user to perform manipulation
with a tactile feeling.

Various kinds of visual information may be displayed on
the display unit 151. The visual information may be displayed
in a form of characters, numerals, symbols, graphics, oricons,
or may be implemented in three-dimensional solid images.
For an input of the visual information, at least one of the
characters, numerals, symbols, graphics, or icons may be
displayed with a predetermined arrangement so as to be
implemented in a form ofkeypad which can be a hard keypad
or a virtual keypad. Such a keypad may be referred to as a
so-called “soft key.”

The display unit 151 may operate on an entire region or
operate by dividing into a plurality of regions. In case of the
latter, the plurality of regions may be configured to operate in
an associative way. For example, an output window and an
input window may be displayed on the upper portion and
lower portion of the display unit, respectively. The output
window and the input window may be regions allocated to
output or input information, respectively. A soft key on which
numerals for inputting phone numbers or the like are dis-
played is outputted on the input window. When the softkey is
touched, numerals corresponding to the touched soft key are
displayed on the output window. When the manipulating unit
is manipulated, a call connection for the phone number dis-
played on the output window is attempted or a text displayed
on the output window may be input to an application.

The display unit 151 or the touch pad may be configured to
sense a touch scroll. The user may move an object displayed
on the display unit 151, for example, a cursor or pointer
placed on an icon, by scrolling the display unit 151 or the
touch pad. Moreover, when a finger is moved on the display
unit 151 or the touch pad, a path being moved by the finger
may be visually displayed on the display unit 151. It may be
useful to edit an image displayed on the display unit 151.

In order to cope with a case where the display unit 151 and
the touch pad are touched together within a predetermined
period of time, one function of the mobile terminal 100 may
be executed. As a case of being touched together, there is a
case when the user clamps a terminal body of the mobile
terminal 100 using the thumb and forefinger. For one of the
functions executed in the mobile terminal 100, there may be
an activation or de-activation for the display unit 151 or the
touch pad.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are perspective views illustrating an
example of the external appearance of the mobile terminal
100 associated with the present invention. FIG. 2A illustrates
a front surface and one lateral surface of the mobile terminal
100, and FIG. 2B illustrates a rear surface and the other lateral
surface of the mobile terminal 100. The mobile terminal 100
can, however, have any other appearance.

Referring to FIG. 2A, the mobile terminal 100 disclosed
herein is provided with a bar-type terminal body. However,
the present invention is not only limited to this type of termi-
nal, but also applicable to various structures of terminals such
as slide type, folder type, swivel type, swing type, and the
like, in which two and more bodies are combined with each
other in a relatively movable manner.

The terminal body includes a case (casing, housing, cover,
etc.) forming an appearance of the terminal. In this embodi-
ment, the case may be divided into a front case 101 and a rear
case 102. At least one middle case may be additionally dis-
posed between the front case 101 and the rear case 102.

The cases may be formed by injection-molding a synthetic
resin or may be also formed of a metal material such as
stainless steel (STS), titanium (T1), or the like.
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A display unit 151, an audio output module 152, a camera
121, auser input unit 130 (refer to FIG. 1), amicrophone 122,
an interface 170, and the like may be arranged on the terminal
body, mainly on the front case 101.

The display unit 151 occupies a most portion of the front
case 101. The audio output unit 152 and the camera 121 are
disposed on a region adjacent to one of both ends of the
display unit 151. The user input unit 130 including first and
second manipulating units 131, 132 and the microphone 122
are disposed on a region adjacent to the other end thereof. The
manipulating unit 132 and the interface 170, and the like, may
be disposed on a lateral surface of the front case 101 and the
rear case 102.

The user input unit 130 which may include a plurality of the
manipulating units 131, 132 is manipulated to receive a com-
mand for controlling the operation of the portable terminal
100.

The first or a second manipulating unit 131, 132 may
receive various commands. The first manipulation unit 131
may be used to receive a command, such as start, end, scroll,
or the like, and the second manipulation unit 132 may be used
to receive a command, such as controlling a volume level
being outputted from the audio output unit 152, or switching
it into a touch recognition mode of the display unit 151.

Referring to FIG. 2B, a camera 121' may be additionally
mounted on a rear surface 203 of the terminal body, namely,
the rear case 102. The camera 121' has an image capturing
direction, which is substantially opposite to the direction of
the camera 121 (refer to FIG. 2A), and may have different
pixels from those of the first video input unit 121.

For example, it is preferable that the camera 121 has a
relatively small number of pixels enough not to cause a dif-
ficulty when the user captures his or her own face and sends it
to the other party during a video call or the like, and the
camera 121" has a relatively large number of pixels since the
user often captures a general object that is not sent immedi-
ately.

Meanwhile, the cameras 121, 121' may be provided in the
terminal body in a rotatable and popupable manner.

Furthermore, a flash 123 and a mirror 124 may be addi-
tionally disposed adjacent to the camera 121'. The flash 123
illuminates light toward an object when capturing the object
with the camera 121'. The mirror 124 allows the user to look
at his or her own face, or the like, in a reflected way when
capturing himself or herself (in a self-portrait mode) by using
the camera 121'".

Furthermore, an audio output unit 152' may be additionally
disposed on a rear surface of the terminal body. The audio
output unit 152' together with the audio output unit 152 (refer
to FIG. 2A) can implement a stereo function, and it may be
also used to implement a speaker phone mode during a phone
call.

Furthermore, an antenna for receiving broadcast signals
may be additionally disposed on a lateral surface of the ter-
minal body. The antenna constituting the broadcast receiving
module 111 (refer to FIG. 1) may be provided so as to be
pulled out from the terminal body.

Furthermore, a power supply unit 190 for supplying power
to the portable terminal 100 may be mounted on the terminal
body. The power supply unit 190 may be configured so as to
be incorporated in the terminal body, or directly detachable
from the outside of the terminal body.

A touch pad for detecting a touch may be additionally
mounted on the rear case 102. The touch pad may be also
configured with an optical transmission type, similarly to the
display unit 151 (refer to FIG. 2A). Alternatively, a rear
display unit for displaying visual information may be addi-
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tionally mounted on the touch pad. At this time, information
displayed on the both surfaces of the front display unit 151
and rear display unit may be controlled by the touch pad.

The touch pad may be operated in conjunction with the
display unit 151 of the front case 101. The touch pad may be
disposed in parallel at a rear side of the display unit 151. The
touch pad may have the same size as or a smaller size than the
display unit 151.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view illustrating an example of an
external appearance of a refrigerator 200 associated with the
present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 3, the refrigerator 200
may include a plurality of storage chambers 210 and a display
unit 220. The storage chambers 210 may be divided into a
freezing chamber and a refrigerating chamber, and cam be
located at a refrigerator body and a door. The display unit 220
may be implemented by a touch screen. Furthermore, the
display unit 220 may display information according to the
user’s input and information received from the mobile termi-
nal 100 (refer to FIG. 1).

Furthermore, the refrigerator 200 according to the present
disclosure may include a sensing unit for sensing status infor-
mation such as temperature, humidity and the like within the
storage chambers 210, a capture unit for capturing an inner
portion of at least one storage chamber, an illumination unit
for illuminating an inner portion of the storage chambers, a
communication unit configured to communicate with an
external device such as the mobile terminal 100, a memory for
storing various data including information on the articles/
items stored in the chambers, and a controller for controlling
the entire operation of the refrigerator 200, and the like.

The capture unit may include at least one camera module
mounted in at least one inner portion of at least one of the
storage chambers, and captures images of the inner portion(s)
of the storage chamber(s). The illumination unit may be
driven when opening or closing the door of the refrigerator or
capturing an inner portion of the storage chamber to illumi-
nate an inner portion of the storage chamber. The communi-
cation unit may be connected to the mobile terminal 100 in a
wired or wireless manner to perform data transmission and
reception. The refrigerator 200 is fully capable of communi-
cating with the mobile terminal 100 and/or another device/
server to exchange data

According to the present specification, the refrigerator is
taken as an example for an electronic device in communica-
tion with the mobile terminal 100, but the embodiments of the
present disclosure are not be limited to this, and may be also
applicable to various electronic devices having the function
ofreceiving, storing and managing articles sold in the market.
For example, the embodiments of the present disclosure may
be also applicable to a styler for receiving and managing
clothes.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating an article manage-
ment system according to an embodiment of the present dis-
closure. Referring to FIG. 4, the article management system
may include the mobile terminal 100, the refrigerator 200 (or
other appliance or electronic device), and a settlement termi-
nal 300. All the components of the system are operatively
coupled and configured.

The mobile terminal 100 may be linked with or in commu-
nication with the refrigerator 200 and settlement terminal 300
to manage storage articles in the refrigerator 200. The settle-
ment terminal 300 can be a server or other entity that can
transmit electronic receipts of purchased articles/items for a
user to the mobile terminal 100 and/or the refrigerator 200.
For instance, the settlement terminal 300 can be a server or
entity managed at a shopping store or grocery store where the
user purchases articles. Automatically or upon request by the
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mobile terminal 100, the settlement terminal 300 can transmit
an electronic receipt of the articles purchased by the user to
the mobile terminal 100.

More specifically, the mobile terminal 100 may receive an
electronic receipt from the settlement terminal 300, and gen-
erate and update various information (hereinafter referred to
as “storage article information”) for storage articles in the
refrigerator 200 using the electronic receipt. The mobile ter-
minal 100 and refrigerator 200 may share the updated storage
article information so that each device mains the updated
storage article information. The storage article information or
the updated storage article information can identify at least
one article that is currently stored in the refrigerator 200.

Here, an electronic receipt may include various informa-
tion (hereinafter referred to as “purchased article informa-
tion”) for articles/items purchased by the user at stores or
other locations. The purchased article information may
include the article name, article category, article storage con-
dition (for example, recommended storage period, storage
temperature, storage humidity, antimicrobial treatment need,
etc.), purchase quantity, unit capacity, purchase place/loca-
tion, purchase time, purchase price, settlement means (e.g.,
via cash or credit card), and the like for each of the purchased
articles.

Hereinafter, examples of the operations and methods ofthe
mobile terminal 100 for managing storage articles in the
refrigerator 200 will be described in detail. These operations
and methods can be implemented in the system of FIG. 4 orin
other suitable systems/devices. Further, the operations and
methods can be part of an article management application of
the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart for explaining a method of controlling
the mobile terminal 100 according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 5, the process (S110) of
receiving an electronic receipt containing purchased article
information from the settlement terminal 300 is carried out.
Furthermore, the process (S120) of receiving storage article
information from the refrigerator is carried out.

Here the refrigerator 200 may store the storage article
information. The refrigerator 200 may store information on
articles that are currently stored in the refrigerator 200, which
can be part of the storage article information, by updating the
storage article information at a preset time point based on
initial storage article information.

The initial storage article information may be entered by
the user at the initial stage of storing the articles in the refrig-
erator 200. For instance, the mobile terminal 100 may receive
initial storage article information from the user. Then, the
mobile terminal 100 may transmit the received initial storage
article information to the refrigerator 200. Accordingly, the
refrigerator 200 may store the initial storage article informa-
tion which can identify articles initially stored in the refrig-
erator 200 at some reference time point.

Meanwhile, the user may apply a touch input to the display
unit 220 or input a voice signal to the microphone of the
refrigerator 200, thereby directly inputting the initial storage
article information to the refrigerator 200 for storage therein.
For instance, when the user places the articles into the refrig-
erator 200, the user can enter the article information on the
articles being stored in the refrigerator 200 using the display
unit 200 and/or voice so that refrigerator 200 has the initial
storage article information, which then can be sent to the
mobile terminal 100. As a variation, when the user places the
articles into the refrigerator, the user can enter the article
information directly to the mobile terminal 100, which can be
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sent to the refrigerator 200. Any updates to the initial storage
article information can be shared between the refrigerator 200
and the mobile terminal 100.

Furthermore, the initial storage article information may be
acquired based on an electronic receipt initially received.
Specifically, the mobile terminal 100 may receive an elec-
tronic receipt including the initial storage article information
from the settlement terminal 300. The mobile terminal 100
may generate initial storage article information based on
information on some purchased articles that can be stored in
the refrigerator 200 among the purchased articles identified
onthe electronic receipt. For instance, based on the purchased
article information from the electronic receipt, the mobile
terminal 100 may judge which articles will likely be stored in
the refrigerator 200 and generates the initial storage article
information based on this judgment, assuming that such
articles will be stored in the refrigerator 200. Then, the mobile
terminal 100 may transmit the generated initial storage article
information to the refrigerator 200. Accordingly, the refrig-
erator 200 may store the initial storage article information.

In another example, the initial storage article information
may be acquired by one or more cameras provided within the
refrigerator 200. For instance, the camera(s) provided within
the refrigerator 200 may capture image(s) of articles initially
stored in the refrigerator 200. Then, the mobile terminal 100
may receive the captured image(s) or image information from
the refrigerator 200, and identify articles stored in the refrig-
erator by analyzing the captured image(s), thereby generating
the initial storage article information. The mobile terminal
100 may transmit the generated initial storage article infor-
mation to the refrigerator 200.

In still another example, the refrigerator 200 may generate
the initial storage article information by directly recognizing
articles contained in the captured image(s) obtained by the
camera(s) located within the refrigerator 200. In this case, the
refrigerator 200 may transmit the storage article information
to the refrigerator 200.

As described above, the refrigerator 200 may store initial
storage article information. The refrigerator 200 may then
update or generate storage article information at a preset time
point based on the initial storage article information. Herein-
after, as an example of updating the storage article informa-
tion, an embodiment of deleting at least part of the storage
article information will be described.

In one example, the user may directly update the storage
article information using the mobile terminal 100. For
instance, the mobile terminal 100 may update the (initial)
storage article information by deleting an item corresponding
to a storage article from the storage article list based on the
user’s input. If the user knows that a certain article has been
removed from the refrigerator, then the user can delete this
article from the storage article information stored in the
mobile terminal 100 via the menus displayed on the terminal
100, thereby generating the updated storage article informa-
tion. The mobile terminal 100 may transmit the updated stor-
age article information to the refrigerator 200.

In another example, the user may update the storage article
information by applying a touch input to the display unit 220
or inputting a voice signal to the microphone of the refrigera-
tor 200. In this case, the refrigerator 200 may transmit the
updated storage article information to the mobile terminal
100.

In still another example, the storage article information
may be updated by using an electronic receipt. Specifically,
when a predetermined period of time has passed in view of
expiration date information or storage period information of
any article identified on the electronic receipt, the mobile

20

25

40

45

16

terminal 100 may update the storage article information by
deleting any such article corresponding to the expiration date
information or storage period information from the storage
article information stored in the mobile terminal 100. The
mobile terminal 100 may then transmit the updated storage
article information to the refrigerator 200. For example, the
mobile terminal 100 may display a notification message on
the display unit 151 at a preset first time point (for example,
three days before the expiration date) based on the expiration
date information contained in the electronic receipt. Then, the
mobile terminal 100 may delete information on articles cor-
responding to a preset second time point (for example, on the
next day of the expiration date).

Furthermore, the storage article information may be
updated by a camera provided within the refrigerator 200.
Specifically, the camera provided within the refrigerator 200
may capture an image for articles currently stored in the
refrigerator at preset intervals. The mobile terminal 100 may
receive the captured image from the refrigerator 200, and
identify articles contained in the received image, thereby
updating storage article information at preset intervals. The
mobile terminal 100 may transmit the updated storage article
information to the refrigerator 200.

On the other hand, the refrigerator 200 may update the
storage article information at preset intervals by directly rec-
ognizing articles contained in the captured image. In this
case, the refrigerator 200 may transmit the updated storage
article information to the refrigerator 200.

As described above, the updated storage article informa-
tion can be stored in each of the refrigerator 200 and mobile
terminal 100, respectively, through a synchronization process
between the refrigerator 200 and the mobile terminal 100.

Next, the process (S130) of displaying the purchased
article information and storage article information is carried
out. Such information can be displayed on the mobile termi-
nal 100 and/or the refrigerator 200. Here, information on
some purchased articles that can be stored in the refrigerator
200 among purchased articles corresponding to the electronic
receipt may be displayed. In other words, purchased articles
which are determined not to be stored or determined to have
no need to be stored in the refrigerator 200 may be ignored,
and only information on the remaining purchased articles
(which will likely be or should be stored in the refrigerator
200) may be recognized as valid information for generating
the storage article information. At this time, whether to store
each purchased article in the refrigerator 200 may be auto-
matically determined according to a predetermined condition
or manually determined according to the user’s input.

Subsequently, the process (S140) of updating the storage
article information using the purchased article information is
carried out. For example, a purchased article list may be
added to a storage article list. Furthermore, an item corre-
sponding to the storage article may be deleted from the stor-
age article list or the storage location information for the
storage article may be modified according to the user’s input.

The storage article information updated by the mobile ter-
minal 100 or using any method described above may be
transmitted to the refrigerator 200 or to the mobile terminal
100. Furthermore, when a request signal is received from
another mobile terminal (for example, a mobile terminal used
by a family member), the updated storage article information
may be transmitted to the mobile terminal that has sent the
request signal.

As described above, according to the mobile terminal 100
in accordance with the present disclosure, the purchased
article information based on an electronic receipt may be used
to update the storage article information of the refrigerator
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200, thereby enhancing user convenience in managing the
storage articles of the refrigerator 200. Here, storage articles
can include articles that are currently stored and/or to be
stored in the refrigerator 200. For example, when the user
purchases articles which will likely be stored in the refrigera-
tor 200, it may be possible to reduce a burden of manually
inputting storage article information for managing the storage
articles since the storage article information may be gener-
ated automatically based on the purchased article informa-
tion. And depending on the actually stored articles’ informa-
tion, the user can modify the generated storage article
information so that more accurate and current storage article
information may be available.

FIGS. 6A and 6B are conceptual views illustrating an
example of a user interface of the mobile terminal 100 for
article management according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure. The controller 180 may execute an appli-
cation (hereinafter referred to as an “article management
application”) for managing the storage articles of the refrig-
erator 200. During the execution of the article management
application, the controller 180 may control the display unit
151 to display a screen image containing purchased article
information, storage article information, and various control
menus, and the like.

Referring to FIG. 6A, the controller 180 may detect pur-
chased article information from an electronic receipt received
from the settlement terminal 300 to generate a purchased
article list 410, and control the display unit 151 to display
them. When an item/article from the displayed purchased
article list 410 is selected by a user, the controller 180 may
control the display unit 151 to display the detailed informa-
tion of a purchased article corresponding to the selected item.
The detailed information of a selected purchased article may
be obtained based on the electronic receipt or provided by an
external server.

The controller 180 may detect storage location information
420 from the storage article information (which may be
received from the refrigerator 200). The controller 180 may
control the display unit 151 to display the storage location
information 420 along with the purchased article list 410 on
the screen. Here, the storage location information 420 refers
to information indicating one of the plurality of storage cham-
bers 210 in which each of a plurality of storage articles stored
in the refrigerator 200 is stored. The storage location infor-
mation 420 notifies the user a location within the refrigerator
at which an article is stored. More specifically, the storage
location information 420 may include a storage chamber
image 421, one or more icons 422 each corresponding to a
storage article of the refrigerator 200 (e.g., article currently
stored in the refrigerator 200), and the like. The storage cham-
ber image 421 may indicate the storage chambers of the
refrigerator 200 in a separate manner, and the icon 422 may be
disposed at a divided region of the storage chamber image
421. It may be possible to find one of the plurality of storage
chambers in which the relevant storage article is stored.

As an example of the control menu contained in the screen
image which can be displayed on the mobile terminal 100, a
menu button 430 for updating the storage article information
may be provided. When a touch input to the menu button 430
is sensed, the controller 180 can automatically update the
storage article information using the purchased article infor-
mation and the updated storage article information is dis-
played on the mobile terminal 100. A method of updating the
storage article information according to an embodiment of
the invention will be described later in detail with reference to
FIGS. 7A and 7B.
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Referring to FIG. 6B, a plurality of icons 422_1, 422_2
may be displayed in an overlapped manner with each other.
The icon overlap may indicate a relative arrangement rela-
tionship between the storage articles corresponding to the
icons 422_1, 422_2. For example, when the first icon 422_1
is overlapped with the second icon 422_2 to hide atleast a part
of the second icon 422_2, it denotes that a storage article
corresponding to the second icon 422_2 is placed more at an
inner side of the storage chamber than a storage article cor-
responding to the first icon 422_1. According to the present
specification, in such cases, it is expressed that the first icon
422 _1 is placed on the second icon 422_2, and the second
icon 422_2 is placed under the first icon 422_1.

Furthermore, the icon overlap may be changed based on a
touch input. For example, a relative overlapped location
between the displayed first and the second icons 422_1,
422_2 may be changed according to a long-touch gesture by
the user. More specifically, when a long-touch gesture or
touch for a region in which the icons 422_1, 422_2 are over-
lapped with each other is sensed, the first and the second icons
422 1, 422_2 may be controlled in such a manner that the
second icon 422_2 that has been placed under the first icon
422 _1 is now placed on the first icon 422_1, or the first icon
422 _1 that has been placed on the second icon 422_2 is now
placed under the second icon 422_2.

FIGS. 7A and 7B are conceptual views illustrating an
example of a user interface of the mobile terminal 100 asso-
ciated with updating storage article information according to
an embodiment of the present disclosure. FIG. 7A illustrates
an operation example of the mobile terminal 100 associated
with the automatic update of the storage article information.
Furthermore, FIG. 7B illustrates an operation example of the
mobile terminal 100 associated with the manual update of the
storage article information.

Referring to FIG. 7A, the controller 180 may add the pur-
chased article information to the storage article information
in response to a touch input to the menu button 430. Further-
more, the controller 180 may determine a refrigerator’s stor-
age chamber suitable to the storage condition of a purchased
article, and reflect it on the storage article information.

For example, a user can touch the menu button 430 to
automatically update the displayed storage article informa-
tion in view of the purchased article list 410. Further when the
storage article information is updated, the controller 180 may
generate icons 422a, 4225 respectively corresponding to pur-
chased articles from the displayed purchased article list 410
(e.g., “Seoul Milk” and “Pork™), to now display them on the
storage chamber image 421 which now displays the updated
storage article information. Furthermore, the controller 180
may delete items corresponding to those purchased articles,
respectively, from the purchased article list 410.

Referring to FIG. 7B, the controller 180 may add informa-
tion on a purchased article (hereinafter referred to as a
“selected purchased article”) corresponding to an item
selected from the purchased article list 410 to the storage
article information in response to a drag gesture input or other
user input. More specifically, when an item (e.g., “Seoul
Milk”) selected by the drag gesture input is moved to a spe-
cific region of the storage chamber image 421, the controller
180 may add the detailed information of the selected pur-
chased article to the storage article information.

For example, when the storage article information is
updated, the controller 180 may generate an icon 422« (e.g.,
an image of milk carton) corresponding to the selected pur-
chased article to place it in a specific region of the storage
chamber image 421. At this time, the controller 180 may
delete the moved item from the purchased article list 410 so
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that the purchased article list is updated. If needed, the user
can also move around the article icons within the chambers of
the storage chamber image 421, and can also move the article
icons from the storage chamber image 421 to the purchased
article list 410.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart for explaining a method of controlling
the mobile terminal 100 according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 8, the process (S210) of
receiving environmental information of the plurality of stor-
age chambers 210 from the refrigerator 200 is carried out. The
environmental information may be acquired by a sensing unit
(for example, temperature sensor, humidity sensor, etc.) of
the refrigerator 200, and may include temperature, humidity,
antimicrobial function, and the like. The environment infor-
mation provides information on the environment inside the
refrigerator, such as the temperature(s) inside the storage
chambers of the refrigerator, etc. Next, the process (S220) of
recommending at least one of the plurality of storage cham-
bers 210 as a location in which the purchased article is to be
stored (or can be stored) based on the environmental infor-
mation is carried out. In other words, a storage chamber
providing a storage environment suitable to the storage con-
dition of at least one purchased article among the plurality of
storage chambers of the refrigerator may be recommended by
the mobile terminal 100 based on the environment informa-
tion.

FIG. 9 is an exemplary conceptual view illustrating an
example of the operation of the mobile terminal 100 accord-
ing to the control method of FIG. 8. Referring to FIG. 9, when
an item 411 (e.g., “Seoul Milk”) from the purchased article
list is selected based on a touch input, the controller 180 may
recommend a storage chamber suitable to store a purchased
article (the selected purchased article) corresponding to the
selected item 411. For example, when a long-touch gesture
input is sensed to the item 411, the controller 180 may com-
pare and analyze the storage condition of the selected pur-
chased article (“Seoul Milk™) and the environmental infor-
mation received from the refrigerator 200 to recommend at
least one of the plurality of storage chambers in the refrigera-
tor for storing the selected purchased article.

In this regard, the controller 180 may output guide infor-
mation for indicating the recommended storage chamber for
the selected purchased article. For example, as illustrated on
the right side of FIG. 9, a guide message 440 such as “Please
store the selected food in a central storage chamber of the
body” may be displayed through a popup window so as to
inform the user an area within the refrigerator in which the
selected food item is recommended for storage.

Furthermore, the controller 180 may control the display
unit 151 such that a region 421a corresponding to the recom-
mended storage chamber among divided regions of the stor-
age chamber image 421 is displayed in a separate or distin-
guishable manner from the other regions. For example, at
least one of the brightness, color, shape, three-dimensional
depth value, and the like of the region 4214 corresponding to
the recommended storage chamber may be changed, or a
graphic effect such as highlight, blink and the like may be
provided to the relevant region 421a so that the user can
visually and easily recognize the recommended storage area.

Furthermore, the controller 180 may control the display
unit 151 to display an indicator 424 for guiding the user to the
region 421a corresponding to the recommended storage
chamber. For example, the region 421a corresponding to the
recommended storage chamber may be guided through an
arrow image 424 as illustrated in the drawing. Thus by using
the recommendations provided on the display unit 151, the
user can store a purchased article in an optimal storage loca-
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tion within the refrigerator 100 and once the article is stored
in the recommended location, the article storage information
as stored and displayed can then be updated to reflect such
storing.

FIG. 10 is a flow chart for explaining a method of control-
ling the mobile terminal 100 according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 10, the process
(S310) of detecting a first and a second storage article, which
are different from each other but stored in one storage cham-
ber of the refrigerator 200 based on the storage article infor-
mation, is carried out. Here, storage articles different from
each other may denote that their categories are different from
each other. For example, the category of an apple is fruit, and
the category of an eggplant is vegetable, and thus the apple
and eggplant may be regarded as different articles from each
other due to their different categories. On the contrary, the
apple and grapes may be regarded as the same article since
they are both fruits (same category).

Next, the process (S320) of analyzing the characteristic
information of the first and second purchased articles is car-
ried out. Furthermore, the process (S330) of determining any
hazardous effect that the first and the second storage article
can have on each other based on the characteristic informa-
tion of the first and the second storage article is carried out.
Then, the process (S340) of outputting alert information
according to the determined hazard effect is carried out.

FIG. 11 is an exemplary conceptual view illustrating an
example of the operation of the mobile terminal 100 accord-
ing to the control method of FIG. 10. Referring to FIG. 11,
when it is determined that a first and a second storage article
different from each other (e.g., different in category) are
stored in the same storage chamber of the refrigerator, and
either one of the first and the second storage article can cause
ahazardous or negative effect on the other one or the first and
the second storage article cause a hazardous effect on each
other due to the same storage location, it may be possible to
output alert information on the mobile terminal 100.

For example, as illustrated in the drawing, an alert message
451 such as “Please store vegetables and fruits in different
storage chambers from each other” may be displayed through
a popup window on the screen of the article management
application on the terminal 100. Furthermore, icons 422c¢,
422d corresponding to these first and the second storage
article may be displayed in a highlighted or otherwise distin-
guishing manner to be separately recognizable from the other
icons. Furthermore, an indicator 452 for recommending that
the first and the second storage article be separated from each
other in storage may be displayed adjacent to the relevant
icons 422c¢, 4224d. As mentioned before, any updated storage
article information reflecting these changes can be displayed
on the screen of the terminal 100.

FIG. 12 is a flow chart for explaining a method of control-
ling the mobile terminal 100 according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 12, the process
(S410) of receiving interested article information set by
another person (for example, a family member) other than the
user himself or herself is carried out. The interested article
information can be information on a preferred article previ-
ously determined by the family member, and may be provided
from the family member’s mobile terminal or the refrigerator
200.

Next, the process (S420) of comparing the purchased
article information with the interested article information to
determine whether to purchase one or more of the interested
articles is carried out. For instance, it may be determined
whether or not there is an article corresponding to one or more
family member’s interested articles among the articles pur-
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chased by the user. Then, the process (S430) of generating
notification information (hereinafter, referred to as “purchase
notification information”) indicating whether to purchase the
interested article is carried out. The purchase notification
information may be transmitted through at least any one of the
family member’s mobile terminal and the refrigerator 200.

FIG. 13 is an exemplary conceptual view illustrating an
example of the operation of the mobile terminal 100 accord-
ing to the control method of FIG. 12. Referring to FIG. 13, the
controller 180 may control the display unit 151 of the mobile
terminal 100 of the user to display a menu button 461 for
selecting a family member during the execution of an article
management application. Although a family member is used
here, the user of the mobile terminal 100 can set any other
people/entity for identifying their interested articles such as a
finance’s name or a best friend’s name or aroommate’s name.

When a family member (or another person) is selected
through the menu button 461, a list of articles that the father
is interested in or likes (interested article information) is
displayed on the screen. In the example, the list includes
‘Seoul Milk’, ‘Coffee’, ‘Strawberries’, ‘Red Ginseng Juice’,
etc. The controller 180 may compare the family member’s
interested article information with the purchased article infor-
mation (e.g., articles that have been already purchased) to
generate purchase notification information 462, and control
the display unit 151 to display the purchase notification infor-
mation 462. For example, when his or her father is selected
from the family members including father, mother, and
younger brother, the purchase notification information may
indicate whether or not each of the interested articles set by
his or her father has been purchased. For instance, the con-
troller 180 compares the list of articles that the father is
interested in (which is indicated by the interested article infor-
mation) with the list of articles that has been purchased
(which is indicated by the purchased article information), and
determines which article among the interested articles has
been purchased and which has not been purchased. Such
determination is then indicated as, only as an example, “Pur-
chased” (which means that article has been purchased) or
“Not-Purchased” (which means that article has not been pur-
chased) adjacent to the article icon on the screen. Such indi-
cation is part of the purchase notification information. The
user can also override this indication (e.g., by checking the
contents of the refrigerator) and manually change the pur-
chase status of each article on the screen.

Here, the selected family member’s interested article infor-
mation may have been stored in advance in the memory 160
or may be requested to another mobile terminal or the refrig-
erator 200 inresponse to a touch input to the menu button 461.

The controller 180 may select an item 462a of the purchase
notification information 462 in response to the touch input.
When an interested article corresponding to the selected item
462a is a non-purchased article, the controller 180 may gen-
erate an access menu 463 for accessing an on-line shopping
mall providing sales information associated with the relevant
article, and control the display unit 151 to display the sales
information. For example, when an interested article corre-
sponding to the selected item is non-purchased strawberries,
the access menu 463 containing a guide message such as
“Would you access an on-line shopping mall to purchase
strawberries?” will be displayed thereon. As a result, the user
can conveniently conduct online shopping of articles that are
desired but have not been purchased, and manage the articles
for storage in an efficient manner.

FIG. 14 is a flow chart for explaining a method of control-
ling the mobile terminal 100 according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 14, first, the process
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(S510) of receiving interested article information set by a
family member is carried out as illustrated in the control
methods of FIGS. 12 and 13.

Next, the process (S520) of comparing the storage article
information with the interested article information to deter-
mine whether or not the interested article is stored therein is
carried out. More specifically, it may be determined whether
or not there is an article corresponding to the family mem-
ber’s interested article among the articles currently stored in
the refrigerator 200. Then, the process (S530) of generating
notification information (hereinafter referred to as “storage
notification information”) indicating whether or not the inter-
ested article is stored in the refrigerator and indicating the
storage location thereof within the refrigerator is carried out.
The storage notification information may be transmitted
through at least any one of the family member’s mobile
terminal and the refrigerator 200.

FIG. 15 is an exemplary conceptual view illustrating an
example of the operation of the mobile terminal 100 accord-
ing to the control method of FIG. 14. Referring to FIG. 15,
when the user selects a specific family member (father), the
controller 180 may compare the family member’s interested
article information selected through the menu button 461
with the storage article information to generate storage noti-
fication information 464, and control the display unit 151 to
display the storage notification information 464 as shown.
For example, when his or her father is selected from the
family members including father, mother, and younger
brother, the storage notification information 464 may indicate
whether or not each of the interested articles set by his or her
father has been stored in the refrigerator 200. The storage
notification information may display a list of articles that the
father is interested in and then indicate whether or not each of
these articles is stored in the refrigerator.

The controller 180 may select an item 464a of the storage
notification information 464 in response to the touch input.
When an interested article corresponding to the selected item
464a (e.g., ‘Seoul Milk’) is stored in the refrigerator 200, the
controller 180 may display a guide message (not shown) to
indicate the storage location of the relevant storage article
within the refrigerator 200. Furthermore, the controller 180
may highlight an icon 422e¢ corresponding to the relevant
storage article (‘Seoul Milk’) in the displayed storage loca-
tion information 420 to be distinguished from the other icons.
As aresult, the user may intuitively recognize which chamber
among the plurality of storage chambers 210 stores therein
the interested article corresponding to the selected item 464a.

FIG. 16 is a flow chart for explaining a method of control-
ling the mobile terminal 100 according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 16, first, the process
(S610) of selecting a user’s desired food or dish from a
plurality of foods according to the user’s input is carried out.
Next, the process (S620) of generating material article infor-
mation of the selected food based on one or more cooking
methods for a plurality of foods is carried out. Here, the
cooking methods may be stored in the memory 160 in
advance or provided through the Internet. The material article
information for a specific food/dish includes a list of ingre-
dients/materials used to make the specific food/dish.

Then, the process (S630) of comparing the storage article
information with the material article information to deter-
mine whether the material article of the selected food/dish is
stored is carried out. Based on a result of this determination,
the process (S640) of detecting the non-stored material article
of'the selected food and thereby generating notification infor-
mation indicating the non-stored material article is carried
out. The non-stored material article of the dish is a material or
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ingredient that is currently not stored in the refrigerator 200
among the ingredients used to make the dish.

Next, the process (S650) of accessing a server for provid-
ing on-line shopping malls in response to a purchase com-
mand for the non-stored material article is carried out. The
purchase command is preferably made by the user upon
reviewing the notification information which indicates that
certain ingredients needed to make the desired dish are cur-
rently not stored in the refrigerator 200. Furthermore, the
process (S660) of receiving sales information for the non-
stored material article from the server is carried out. For
instance, the server may identify one or more prices of the
non-stored material article as well as any other information,
e.g., current availability in one or more physical grocery
stores or online grocery stores, etc. as the sales information.
Upon reviewing the sales information, the user can purchase
the desired ingredient, e.g., via online. Once the purchase is
completed, then the controller 180 will update the purchased
article information based on the electronic receipt of the
purchased article, and update the storage article information
and any other applicable information as discussed above in
the various embodiments. As a result, a systematic and effi-
cient article storage management process is provided by the
present invention.

FIG. 17 is an exemplary conceptual view illustrating an
example of the operation of the mobile terminal 100 accord-
ing to the control method of FIG. 16. Referring to FIG. 17, the
controller 180 may control the display unit 151 to display a
food list 471 along with a guide message such as “Please
select your desired food” during the execution of an article
storage application.

When an item 461a (e.g., ‘Spicy Roast Chicken’) of the
food list 471 is selected in response to a touch input, the
controller 180 may control the display unit 151 to display a
cooking method 472 for the selected food (‘Spicy Roast
Chicken’), a non-stored material article list 473 for the
selected food and cooking method (which can identify a list of
materials or ingredients that are not stored in the refrigerator),
a menu button 474 for purchasing the non-stored material
articles, and the like.

The controller 180 may analyze the cooking method 472
for the selected food to find material articles required for the
selected food, and determine whether the material articles are
stored in the refrigerator 200 based on the storage article
information. As a result of the determination, the controller
180 may generate the non-stored material article list 473.

Similar to other examples above, the user then can pur-
chase any material article from the non-stored material article
list 473. For instance, the controller 180 may access a server
for providing on-line shopping malls in response to a pur-
chase command received through the menu button 474 to
acquire sales information for the relevant material articles.
And the user can purchase the desired material article online
and the controller 180 can update any information in view of
this purchase.

FIG. 18 is a flow chart for explaining a method of control-
ling the mobile terminal 100 according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure. Referring to FIG. 18, first, the process
(8710) of displaying menu information for controlling the
capture unit of the refrigerator 200 during the execution of the
article management application is carried out. Next, when a
control command is received through the menu information,
the process (S720) of transmitting the control command to the
refrigerator 200 is carried out. Then, the process (730) of
receiving a captured image of the refrigerator’s storage cham-
ber indicated by the control command is carried out.
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FIG. 19 is an exemplary conceptual view illustrating an
example of the operation of the mobile terminal 100 accord-
ing to the control method of F1G. 18. Referring to FIG. 19, the
controller 180 may control the display unit 151 to display
menu information 481, 482 for controlling the capture unit of
the refrigerator 200 along with the storage location informa-
tion 420 during the execution of the article management
application. The menu information 481, 482 may include a
guide message 481, for example, “Would you like to capture
an inside image of the selected storage chamber?” and a
capture button 482 (e.g., yes or no).

The storage chamber for which the inner portion thereof is
to be captured may be selected by a touch input to the storage
chamber image 421. For example, a storage chamber corre-
sponding to the touched region 4215 of the storage chamber
image 421 of the refrigerator 200 displayed on the screen of
the mobile terminal 100 may be selected. At this time, the
touched region 4215 may be displayed in a highlight manner
to indicate that the relevant storage chamber is selected. The
menu information 481, 482 may be displayed in response to
the selection of the storage chamber.

Though not shown in the drawing, an indicator indicating
whether or not a camera module capable of capturing an
image is provided at the relevant storage chamber of the
refrigerator 200 may be displayed in each region of the stor-
age chamber image 421. Owing to this, the user can intu-
itively recognize a storage chamber which is capable of cap-
turing its inside chamber image.

When a touch input to the capture button 482 is sensed, the
controller 180 may generate a control command to transmit it
to the refrigerator 200. The capture unit of the refrigerator 200
may capture an inside of the storage chamber selected from
the plurality of storage chambers to acquire an image thereof
in response to the control command received from the mobile
terminal 100. At this time, when the inner portion (or inside)
of the storage chamber is dark, an illumination unit of the
refrigerator 200 formed to emit light may be driven.

The controller 180 may then receive a captured image 483
from the refrigerator 200 in response to a control command,
and control the display unit 151 to display the captured image.
The captured image 483 can be an image of the inside of the
selected storage chamber so that the user can view what is
actually stored in the selected storage chamber. At this time,
the captured image 483 may be implemented in the form of
still images as well as moving images according to real-time
capture. The controller 180 of the mobile terminal 100 can
analyse the captured image 483 to determine articles that are
currently stored in the selected storage chamber of the refrig-
erator 200 and update the storage article information based on
this determination. In this manner, the storage article infor-
mation can be periodically or at any desired time updated to
reflect the current storage status of each of the storage cham-
bers of the refrigerator.

FIGS. 20 through 22 are conceptual views illustrating an
example of using storage article information according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 20, it is illustrated a user interface for
providing the storage article information, for example,
supplementary information on a storage article using an icon
disposed on the storage chamber image 421.

When an icon 422f7s selected in response to a touch input,
the controller 180 may control the display unit 151 to display
the detailed information 511, a recommended food list 512,
and the like of a storage article corresponding to the selected
icon 422f. The detailed information 511 may include infor-
mation on the name, category, quantity, capacity, storage
condition and the like of the selected storage article of the
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icon 422f. The recommended food list 512 indicate foods for
which the selected storage article is used as a material article.
For instance, the food list 512 may include a list of food dishes
that use the selected food article as a main ingredient. When
an item or food from the recommended food list 512 is
selected, the detailed cooking method for the selected food
will be displayed thereon.

Referring to FIG. 21, another example of a user interface
for providing supplementary information on a storage article
is provided. The controller 180 may enlarge the storage cham-
ber image 421 or a portion thereof in response to a touch input
(for example, pinch-in gesture input). For instance, the user
can touch a desired area of the image 421 using the first two
fingers and then increase the distance between such touch
points. This would be considered an enlarge touch input.
Other gestures or touch inputs can be used as the enlarge
touch input. The area touched or identified by the enlarge
touch input is then enlarged on the screen of the mobile
terminal 100 as shown on the right side of the drawing. As the
storage chamber image 421 is enlarged, the icon 422f dis-
posed at the area touched or identified by the enlarge touch
input may be conspicuously displayed. Furthermore, the
detailed information 511' of a storage article corresponding to
the conspicuously displayed icon 422/ may be also displayed
thereon.

Referring to FIG. 22, a user interface for selecting and
displaying at least part of the storage article information
according to the user’s input is provided according to an
example of the present invention.

During the execution of the article management applica-
tion, the controller 180 may control the display unit 151 to
display menu information 521, 522 for defining reference
information applied to select the plurality of storage articles
of the refrigerator 200. As an example of the reference infor-
mation, the article category, purchase frequency, use fre-
quency, preferred article, storage period, recommended stor-
age period, purchase place, purchase time, purchase price,
settlement means/methods, and the like, set by the user or
family member, may be defined.

Here, the preferred article may be manually set by the user
or family member or automatically set based on the purchase
history information according to the analysis of a plurality of
electronic receipts of the user or family member. For
example, the controller 180 may find which purchaser has
mostly purchased which article using the purchase history
information and thereby determine a preferred article for each
family member.

Here, an example of the storage period as the reference
information will be described. As illustrated in the drawing,
the menu information 521, 522 may include a guide message
such as “Please select the storage period”, a menu button for
selecting a storage period condition, and the like.

When a storage period condition is selected according to a
touch input to the menu button 522, the controller 180 may
identify at least one storage article suitable for the selected
storage period condition and display the identified at least one
storage article on the storage chamber image 421 without
other storage articles. For instance, when at least one storage
article is selected as being suitable for the selected storage
period condition in a state that icons corresponding to all
storage articles stored in the refrigerator 200 are displayed
thereon, the controller 180 may control the display unit 151 to
allow icons 422¢, 422d, 422 corresponding to the remaining
storage articles, other than the selected at least one storage
article, to disappear from the screen image. As such, the icons
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422¢, 422d, 422¢ corresponding to the articles that are not
suitable for the selected storage period are removed from the
screen image.

Furthermore, the controller 180 may control the display
unit 151 to display an icon corresponding to the selected at
least one storage article (suitable for the selected storage
period) to be distinguished from icons corresponding to the
remaining storage articles. For example, at least one of the
brightness, color, shape, three-dimensional depth value, and
the like of an icon corresponding to the selected at least one
storage article may be changed, and/or a graphic effect such
as highlight, blink and the like may be provided to the relevant
icon.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
information on the user’s interested article may be transmit-
ted to another mobile terminal. At this time, the interested
article information may include a message for requesting the
recipient to purchase the user’s interested article, instead of
the user.

The user’s interested article may be designated using at
least one of icons disposed on the storage chamber image 421.
Furthermore, the user’s interested article may be designated
using recommended menu information for presenting at least
one recommended article. The recommended menu informa-
tion may be displayed in response to a touch input to a space
in which any icon is not disposed in the storage chamber
image 421.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, the
controller 180 may check the recommended expiration date
of a storage article, and detect a storage article for which the
recommended expiration date has passed or the recom-
mended expiration date is expected to come within a prede-
termined period of time. The controller 180 may highlight or
delete an icon corresponding to the detected storage article to
be distinguished from icons corresponding to the other stor-
age articles. Furthermore, the controller 180 may control the
display unit 151 to display notification information for per-
suading the user to discontinue using the relevant storage
article since the recommended expiration date has been
passed.

On the other hand, the controller 180 may designate a
storage article for which the recommended expiration date
has been passed as an interested article to purchase in
response to the user’s input. In this case, as described above,
the controller 180 may transmit a message for requesting the
recipient to purchase the interested article, instead of the user.

FIG. 23 is a conceptual view illustrating an example of a
user interface of the mobile terminal 100 associated with an
electronic receipt according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

The controller 180 may control the display unit 151 to
display an electronic receipt 610 and a selected object 620
received from the settlement terminal 300 during the execu-
tion of the article management application. The electronic
receipt 610 may include items such as a name of business
premise, a transaction date and time, a purchased article, a
settled price, a settlement means/method, and the like. As an
object used to select an item of the electronic receipt 610, the
object 620 may be implemented in the form of a check box,
for example.

Then, the controller 180 may generate the purchased article
information based on information corresponding to the
selected items of the electronic receipt 610. It denotes that
part of the information provided by the electronic receipt 610
may be selectively used to generate the purchased article
information.
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According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, the
information of the electronic receipt 610 to be contained in
the purchased article information may be automatically
selected based on a predetermined algorithm. For instance,
the controller 180 may select a purchased article by determin-
ing whether the purchased article is suitable to be stored in the
refrigerator. Then, the controller 180 may generate the pur-
chased article information on the selected purchased articles.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure,
information according to the user’s input may be added to the
purchased article information. For example, when the expi-
ration date information on the purchased article is not
detected from the electronic receipt 610, the controller 180
may add the expiration date information determined by the
user’s input to the purchased article information in associa-
tion with the relevant purchased article.

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, a
plurality of electronic receipts may be stored and managed in
the memory 160. Though one electronic receipt is illustrated
in FI1G. 23, the controller 180 may control the display unit 151
to sequentially display a plurality of electronic receipts based
on their issued history, respectively, in response to a touch
input. Further the electronic receipts per each different person
(e.g., family members) may be stored in the terminal 100.

FIG. 24 is a conceptual view illustrating an example of a
user interface provided when the mobile terminal 100 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present disclosure is connected to
a plurality of refrigerators. Referring to FIG. 24, when the
mobile terminal 100 is configured to communicate with the
plurality of refrigerators, the controller 180 may control the
display unit 151 to display a plurality of device icons 702-706
corresponding to the plurality of refrigerators.

When any one of the plurality of device icons 702-706 is
selected, the controller 180 may receive and manage the
storage article information from the (selected) refrigerator
corresponding to the selected device icon. The above various
operations and methods associated with the refrigerator 200
can be performed for this selected refrigerator. Further, the
refrigerators may exchange information directly to each other
or via the mobile terminal 100. Further, instead of the refrig-
erators, other appliances may be used.

According to an embodiment of the present invention, the
foregoing method may be implemented as codes readable by
aprocessor on a medium written by the program. Examples of
the processor-readable media may include ROM, RAM, CD-
ROM, magnetic tape, floppy disk, and optical data storage
device, and the like, and also include a device implemented in
the form of a carrier wave (for example, transmission via the
Internet).

The configurations and methods according to the above-
described embodiments will not be applicable in a limited
way to a mobile terminal disclosed herein, and all or part of
each embodiment may be selectively combined and config-
ured to make various modifications thereto.

What is claimed is:

1. A mobile terminal for communicating with a refrigera-

tor, the mobile terminal comprising:

a communication unit configured to receive an electronic
receipt containing purchased article information from a
settlement terminal, and to receive storage article infor-
mation from the refrigerator, the purchased article infor-
mation identifying at least one purchased article that has
been purchased, the storage article information identi-
fying at least one stored article that is stored in the
refrigerator;
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a display unit configured to display the purchased article
information on a first region of the display unit and the
storage article information on a second region of the
display unit; and

a controller configured to:

detect an input applied to the first region of the display unit;

update the storage article information by adding the dis-
played purchased article information to the second
region on which the storage article information is dis-
played, in response to the detection of the input; and

transmit the updated storage article information to at least
one of the refrigerator and another mobile terminal
through the communication unit.

2. The mobile terminal of claim 1, wherein the refrigerator
has a plurality of storage chambers in which a plurality of
articles including the at least one stored article are stored, and

the storage article information further includes storage
location information identifying at least one of the plu-
rality of storage chambers in which each of the plurality
of articles are stored.

3. The mobile terminal of claim 2, wherein the communi-
cation unit receives environmental information of the plural-
ity of storage chambers from the refrigerator, and

the controller receives a selection of a purchased article
among the at least one purchased article, and displays on
the display unit at least one recommended storage cham-
ber, among the plurality of storage chambers, for storing
the selected purchased article based on the environmen-
tal information.

4. The mobile terminal of claim 2, wherein the controller
displays, on the second region of the display unit, a storage
chamber image indicating the plurality of storage chambers
of the refrigerator, and displays, on the storage chamber
image, a plurality of icons indicating the plurality of articles
stored in the plurality of storage chambers.

5. The mobile terminal of claim 4, wherein when one of the
plurality of icons is selected, the display unit displays detailed
information of a stored article corresponding to the selected
icon.

6. The mobile terminal of claim 4, wherein when one of the
plurality of icons is selected, the controller displays the
selected icon to be distinguished from the other icons or
allows the other icons to disappear from the display unit,
based on reference information associated with the plurality
of articles.

7. The mobile terminal of claim 2, wherein when first and
second articles are stored in the refrigerator, the controller
determines a presence of a hazardous effect on the stored first
and the second articles based on characteristic information of
the first and the second articles, and outputs alert information
according to the determination result.

8. The mobile terminal of claim 2, wherein the controller is
further configured to:

receive interested article information identifying at least
one interested article that a user is interested in purchas-
ing,

determine whether to purchase any of the at least one
interested article by comparing the purchased article
information with the interested article information, and

generate notification information indicating whether to
purchase any interested article based on the determina-
tion result.

9. The mobile terminal of claim 8, wherein when determin-
ing whether to purchase any of the at least one interested
article, the controller determines whether any interested
article is already stored in the refrigerator based on the article
storage information, and if the interested article is already
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stored in the refrigerator, the controller further outputs an
indication that the interested article is stored in the refrigera-
tor and a storage location of the interested article within the
refrigerator.

10. The mobile terminal of claim 2, further comprising:

a memory configured to store recipe information for a

plurality of foods,
wherein when a user’s desired food is selected from the
plurality of foods, the controller generates material
article information of the selected food based on the
recipe information, compares the storage article infor-
mation with the material article information to deter-
mine whether any material for the selected food has been
purchased or is stored in the refrigerator, and generates
notification information according to this determination
result.
11. The mobile terminal of claim 8, wherein the commu-
nication unit is further configured to:
communicate with an external device for providing at least
one on-line shopping site in response to acknowledge-
ment information to the notification information, and

receive, from the external device, sales information for any
material article which was purchased and is not stored in
the refrigerator.

12. The mobile terminal of claim 2, wherein when the
refrigerator further includes a capture unit to capture an image
of an inner portion of at least one of the plurality of storage
chambers, the display unit displays menu information for
controlling the capture unit, and

the communication unit receives from the refrigerator a

captured image of at least one of the plurality of storage
chambers generated by the capture unit, based on a
user’s manipulation of the menu information displayed
on the display unit.

13. The mobile terminal of claim 1, further comprising a
memory configured to store therein at least one of the follow-
ing for managing use of the refrigerator:

a plurality of different storage article information respec-

tively for a plurality of different users of the refrigerator,

a plurality of different purchased article information

respectively for the plurality of different users of the
refrigerator, and

a plurality of different interested article information

respectively for the plurality of different users of the
refrigerator.

14. A method for communicating with a refrigerator using
a mobile terminal, the mobile terminal including a commu-
nication unit, a display unit and a controller, the method
comprising:

receiving, by the communication unit, an electronic receipt

containing purchased article information from a settle-
ment terminal, the purchased article information identi-
fying at least one purchased article that has been pur-
chased;

receiving storage article information from the refrigerator,

the storage article information identifying at least one
stored article that is stored in the refrigerator;
displaying the purchased article information on a first
region of the display unit and the storage article infor-
mation on a second region of the display unit;
detecting an input applied to the first region of the display
unit;

updating, by the controller, the storage article information

by adding the displayed purchased article information to
the second region on which the storage article informa-
tion is displayed, in response to the detection of the
input; and
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transmitting the updated storage article information to at
least one of the refrigerator and another mobile terminal
through the communication unit.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the refrigerator has a
plurality of storage chambers in which a plurality of articles
including the at least one stored article are stored, and

the storage article information further includes storage

location information identifying at least one of the plu-
rality of storage chambers in which each of the plurality
of articles are stored.

16. The method of claim 15, further comprising:

receiving, by the communication unit, environmental

information of the plurality of storage chambers from
the refrigerator;
receiving, by the controller, a selection of a purchased
article among the at least one purchased article; and

displaying, on the display unit, at least one recommended
storage chamber, among the plurality of storage cham-
bers, for storing the selected purchased article based on
the environmental information.

17. The method of claim 15, further comprising:

displaying, on the second region of the display unit, a

storage chamber image indicating the plurality of stor-
age chambers of the refrigerator; and

displaying, on the storage chamber image, a plurality of

icons indicating the plurality of articles stored in the
plurality of storage chambers.
18. The method of claim 17, wherein when one of the
plurality of icons is selected, the method comprises display-
ing, on the display unit, detailed information of a stored
article corresponding to the selected icon.
19. The method of claim 17, wherein when one of the
plurality of icons is selected, the controller displays the
selected icon to be distinguished from the other icons or
allows the other icons to disappear from the display unit,
based on reference information associated with the plurality
of articles.
20. The method of claim 15, further comprising:
when first and second articles are stored in the refrigerator,
determining a presence of a hazardous effect on the
stored first and the second articles based on characteris-
tic information of the first and the second articles; and

outputting alert information according to this determina-
tion result.

21. The method of claim 15, further comprising:

receiving interested article information identifying at least

one interested article that a user is interested in purchas-
ing;
determining whether to purchase any of the at least one
interested article by comparing the purchased article
information with the interested article information; and

generating notification information indicating whether to
purchase any interested article based on this determina-
tion result.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein the step of determin-
ing whether to purchase any of the at least one interested
article, determines whether any interested article is already
stored in the refrigerator based on the article storage infor-
mation, and

if the interested article is already stored in the refrigerator,

the method further comprises outputting an indication
that the interested article is stored in the refrigerator and
a storage location of the interested article within the
refrigerator.

23. The method of claim 15, wherein the mobile terminal
further includes a memory configured to store recipe infor-
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mation for a plurality of foods, and wherein when a user’s
desired food is selected from the plurality of foods, the
method further comprises:

generating material article information of the selected food
based on the recipe information;

comparing the storage article information with the material
article information to determine whether any material
for the selected food has been purchased or is stored in
the refrigerator; and

generating notification information according to this deter-
mination result.

24. The method of claim 21, further comprising:

communicating with an external device for providing at
least one on-line shopping site in response to acknowl-
edgement information to the notification information;
and

receiving, from the external device, sales information for
any material article which was purchased and is not
stored in the refrigerator.
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25. The method of claim 15, wherein when the refrigerator

further includes a capture unit to capture an image of an inner
portion of at least one of the plurality of storage chambers, the
method further comprises:

displaying, on the display unit, menu information for con-
trolling the capture unit; and

receiving from the refrigerator a captured image of at least
one ofthe plurality of storage chambers generated by the
capture unit, based on a user’s manipulation of the menu
information displayed on the display unit.

26. The method of claim 15, further comprising:

storing, in a memory of the mobile terminal, at least one of
the following for managing use of the refrigerator:

a plurality of different storage article information respec-
tively for a plurality of different users of the refrigerator,

a plurality of different purchased article information
respectively for the plurality of different users of the
refrigerator, and

a plurality of different interested article information
respectively for the plurality of different users of the
refrigerator.



